February 10, 2009


Town Board Meeting


A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on February 10, 2009 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected official and appointed staff in attendance: 

LINDA D. PUGLISI


Supervisor 

FRANCIS X. FARRELL

Councilmember 

ANN LINDAU


Councilmember 

JOHN E. SLOAN


Councilmember 

RICHARD BECKER

Councilmember 
Also present:



JO-ANN DYCKMAN 

Town Clerk 



THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.

Town Attorney 



GLENN CESTARO 


Comptroller 



EDWARD VERGANO 

DOTS, Director 

JEFF TKACS
DES, Homeland Safety & Security Coor.

CLAUDIA VAHEY 
Human Res. Coor. 

RENE BRACKEN 
Deputy Town Clerk 



KATHLEEN BURLESON

DES Director



ROSEMARY B. LASHER

DOTS/Asst. to Director

* * * * * * * * * 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.

* * * * * * * * * *

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

* * * * * * * * * *

SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS AND REPORTS

Supervisor Puglisi welcomed everyone and commented on how long and difficult this winter has been, and how it depletes the budget, but that the Town employees have been doing their best to keep up.

* * * * * * * * * *     

The first presentation of the evening pertained to Albert Gaines, a local Town of Cortlandt resident, a member of the Tuskegee Airmen of WW II and who passed away in 2008.  The Supervisor called upon his wife, Viola Gaines, to come to the 
SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)

podium where the Supervisor proceeded to give a brief biography of Mr. Gaines.  She commented on the high level of respect for him and that he was an attorney for “regular people” involved in politics and public service. She spoke of his membership as a Tuskegee Airmen, a navigator and then as an army captain.  He then graduated as 2nd lieutenant to then become an instructor for other inspiring aerial pilots. The Supervisor commented that the Tuskegee Airmen were a company who called themselves the “Red Tails”, a group of extremely humble men who were beloved around the world. The Supervisor went on to say that Mr. Gaines married Viola in 1991, spoke of their children and was also the President of the Lakeland School Board. When he retired from IBM in 1999, he continued as a legal advocate on behalf of Veterans and defended labor laws successfully. He eventually retired in 2003 and died in 2008 but his kindness and grandeur as a gentleman will never be forgotten by our community. The Supervisor then presented a proclamation for Albert Gaines on behalf of the Town of Cortlandt and the Town Board to his wife.

* * * * * * * * * *     

Mrs. Gaines spoke of the love her husband had for the Town of Cortlandt and Westchester County. He had been a resident since 1962 and she spoke of his many involvements in politics, especially of his love of being a district leader. He was responsible for many getting on the ballot and becoming elected. She spoke of her husband’s admiration for Supervisor Puglisi and remembered him as a dedicated worker at the polls, being instrumental in getting the public out to vote. She spoke of how he loved working with the children at Lakeland and the adults at Boces.  She commented that he was sad to retire.  She then recalled that the one thing she had always wanted to do was to attend college, but because of money issues she was not able to. In 1980 he encouraged her to enroll at Mercy College where she went to night school for 10 years with his encouragement, eventually getting her degree in Social work.  Mrs. Gaines recalled that this was one of the happiest days for her and him and that she would miss him and miss being with him, 

She then thanked everyone for the recognition stating again that he loved Cortlandt and Westchester County and that because of the acknowledgement of the Tuskegee Airman she was asked to attend the inauguration of President Obama. She was very pleased to be a part of this moment in history.

* * * * * * * * * *     

Supervisor Puglisi then introduced Laura Lee Keating, Town Historian, coordinator of the Toll House and chairperson of the Quadricentennial Committee.  Ms. Keating spoke of the celebration of the Quadricentennial this year honoring the culture and history of the Hudson Valley. There will be many interesting events coming up and she asked for volunteers for the committees.  
SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)

They are encouraging our School Districts to have mixed media projects to interpret works of Henry Hudson, Robert Fulton and Samuel Champlain in any media form. There will be cash awards for these projects.  Ms. Keating then explained that the Toll House is an information center and where there are books relating to the exploration history being sold throughout 2009. They are also developing a series of commemorative plaques of the chronological history of the Hudson Valley and these will be on permanent display in Verplanck.  Ms. Keating also spoke of a time capsule being put together where they are asking residents for contributions of memorabilia. A website link will be available for contact information. The Quadricentennial Ball will be held on Sept. 25th at the Colonial Terrace where samples of food from every century in Hudson Valley history will be offered and where Period clothing can also be worn.  Ms. Keating stated that the Family Fun Day held in September will also have some quadricentennial spin on it with displays and exhibits honoring Hudson Valley history.
* * * * * * * * * *     

Supervisor Puglisi urged residents to participate in the Quadricentennial celebration

* * * * * * * * * *     

Mrs. Gaines added that a website that depicts President Obama’s inauguration with the Tuskegee Airman is available at bobbaldwin.com
* * * * * * * * * *     

. 

Supervisor Puglisi again emphasized the fight the Town is involved in to keep services at the VA Hospital in Montrose. “Our Veterans need care, not Condos”
* * * * * * * * * *     

ROLL CALL 

On a roll call attendance was taken by Town Clerk Dyckman, all Town Board Members indicated their presence.  

* * * * * * * * * *
TOWN BOARD REPORTS 

Councilmember Farrell: announced that the TOC Recreation Department is planning for summer activities, the use of Cook Pool and camp and they are seeking applications for employment there. He commented that it seems that every year the Town receives at least one letter from a resident who used the pool and praises the lifeguards there. The staff is a very well trained and 
TOWN BOARD REPORTS, (cont.)

responsive group and Councilmember Farrell spoke of their competence in the job. He urged residents to seek jobs there.

On the agenda tonight is a resolution authorizing DOTS to seek bids for construction of an emergency services boat launch in Verplanck on the Martin property which will provide access to the river for various emergency services and for rescue and assistance on the River.  Councilman Farrell stated that he was glad to see steps being taken toward this goal and thanked Ed Vergano and Steve Ferreira for their work on putting this plan together and dealing with various State agencies.

* * * * * * * * * *
Councilmember Lindau:  wished everyone a Happy Valantine's Day. Councilmember Lindau announced that the date of the Chamber of Commerce Business Expo is being changed to now to a Saturday on March 28th at Crystal Bay and now on a Saturday rather than the usual Wednesday hoping that more people not involved in business will now stop in and see the businesses that are located in Cortlandt, Peekskill, and Putnam Valley. She noted that she is also tonight being appointed as the liaison for the Jayne E. Little Memorial Arboretum which emphasizes the Town‘s desire to cooperate more with our villages and hoping to work more closely with villages. The Supervisor and entire Town Board have been very supportive in this.
* * * * * * * * * *
Councilmember Becker:  stated that recently he along with Supervisor Puglisi, Town Attorney Tom Wood and Jeff Tkacs, Energy Coordinator, met with the participating oil companies of the local CHOP program and discussed what was working or not. It was clear that these companies actually benefited and picked up customers but complained of the narrow margins. The Town is anticipating that the program will be re-approved and the Town will do a better job of it next year time wise so that more people will know earlier to sign up.  Councilmember Becker recalled that this plan was originally started because the price of oil was high, but it became a good thing because many are now struggling economically, so the Town will continue the program.
Councilmember Becker commented that many residents and businesses are struggling, with many residents out of work, that even worse than job loss is to lose a home. The Town is trying  to do it’s best to insure that no one loses their home and spoke of the various organizations that have received public funding to help homeowners. The Town will pass along names of these organizations to residents that have this issue by e-mailing him.

TOWN BOARD REPORTS, (cont.)
Councilmember Becker spoke on the passing of a resolution to establish the Cortlandt Energy Conservation Committee with the goal of reducing Town energy dependency by 2012.  This will be headed by Councilmember Sloan and Councilmember Becker wished him luck.
Councilmember Landau asked if these agencies for helping the homeowners who are losing their homes have been checked out to insure that they are legitimate, to which Councilmember Becker responded that they were.
* * * * * * * * * *
Councilmember Sloan:  With regard to the Town budget, the Supervisor and Comptroller have reported that the Town is able to locate money in the budget which is good news so that in terms of managing the budget the Town is continuing to paying utmost scrutiny to saving taxpayer dollars, and on a continual basis will be looking at ways to cut costs within Town operations.
Councilmember Sloan spoke of the Stimulus bill and that the Town has seven ‘pet projects” to send to New York State elected officials. He commented on how there should be a rational way to do this, but to date there is no good system set up. Hopefully some rationale will take over this process.
Supervisor Puglisi:  Received a letter from Governor Patterson’s Deputy Secretary for Economic Development, Tim Gilchrest, will be overseeing the distribution of funds to finally get down to local level so that we can help to provide jobs. The Town has submitted 7 key critical projects which are spread geographically throughout the Town. These are mostly Infrastructure projects with a projection of about 300 jobs that will be created.  This will be submitted early next week.
* * * * * * * * * *

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
Councilmember Sloan moved that the minutes of the Regular Meeting of 

January 13 and the Special Meeting of January 12, 2009 be approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman.  Councilmember Becker seconded the motion and all voted AYE. 

* * * * * * * * * *

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

NONE

* * * * * * * * * *
HEARING OF CITIZENS, (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
NONE

* * * * * * * * * *
BID REPORTS 

NONE

* * * * * * * * * *
REPORTS

Councilmember Becker moved that the following reports be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Lindau
2008 Annual Youth Attendance Report from Recreation/DES.

December, 2008 from the Water Division of DOTS, Highway DES and the Town Justices

January, 2009 from the Office for the Aging, the Purchasing Department, and the Town Clerk.

* * * * * * * * * *
OLD BUSINESS 

Receive and File the Following:
1.
Reports from DES with respect to the following:

a)  Request for a License Agreement at 4 Armstrong Street.


b)  Drainage issue on Maple Avenue.


c)  Guide rail on Red Mill Road.

* * * * * * * * * *
NEW BUSINESS
Receive and File the following:  

1.
Letters from Town Residents in opposition to a proposed commercial 
compost facility in Montrose; and refer to the Planning Board.

NEW BUSINESS, (cont.)

2.
Request from the Mendelowitz family to include parcels located on 
Twilight Drive and Hill and Dale Road into the County Sewer District; and 
forward same to Westchester County for their consideration.

RESOLUTION NO. 54-09 RE: Authorize Request from Mendelowitz Family to have Town parcel(s) included in the Peekskill Sanitary Sewer District and forward same to Westchester County for consideration
Discussion;   Supervisor Puglisi stated that her office has received many
e-mails expressing concerns and questions regarding the proposed yard waste facility. She stated that it does not come in front of the Town Board but to the Planning Board and Zoning Board who have scheduled public hearings for this issue.  These are the two Boards making decisions on this subject. The Supervisor also has concerns and has shared these. There was a final approval for this site for a contractor’s yard, and now is a request by the applicant and/or his contract vendee for another use. This will be revisited by the Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals. and the Supervisor urged residents to attend these meetings to voice their concerns.
All voted AYE
Councilmember Farrell commented that residents could also speak tonight at both Hearing of Citizens tonight regarding this subject to which the Supervisor agreed.

  * * * * * * * * * *
RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found attached to the end of the original document.) 

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Farrell 
RESOLUTION NO.55-09 RE: Appoint Members to the Cable Advisory Board for the Year 2009
RESOLUTION NO.56-09 RE: Appoint Representative to the Historic Rivertowns of Westchester for the Year 2009
RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)
RESOLUTION NO.57-09 RE: Appoint Members to the Joint Advisory Committee of the Continental Village Park District for the Year 2009.
RESOLUTION NO.58-09 RE: Appoint Members to the Hudson Highlands Gateway Task Force for the Year 2009.
RESOLUTION NO.59-09 RE: Appoint Members to the Town Electrical Board for the Year 2009.
RESOLUTION NO.60-09 RE: Appoint Members to the Town Plumbing Board for the Year 2009.
Discussion
Supervisor Puglisi thanked all the volunteers for the various boards.
All voted AYE
Councilmember Farrell moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Sloan 
RESOLUTION NO.61-09 RE: Appoint Two Additional Members to the Town of Cortlandt Traffic Safety Board.
RESOLUTION NO.62-09 RE: Appoint Councilwoman Ann Lindau as a Liaison to the Croton Arboretum and Sanctuary.
RESOLUTION NO.63-09 RE: Resolution to Federal Elected Officials requesting Stimulus Bill funding for various Town Projects.
RESOLUTION NO.64-09 RE: Establishing the Cortlandt Energy Conservation Committee.
RESOLUTION NO.65-09 RE: Authorize an Amendment to Resolution 204-08 with respect to the Taxable Status Date.
RESOLUTION NO.66-09 RE: Authorize Director of Technical Services to receive bids for emergency services boat launch on Martin property.
RESOLUTION NO.67-09 RE: Authorize Director of Technical Services to solicit proposals for Planning Board Transcription Services.
RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)
RESOLUTION NO.68-09 RE: Authorize final design services and seek bids for improvements to the Justice/Court area utilizing grant funds.
RESOLUTION NO.69-09 RE: Authorize a fee adjustment with respect to the use of the Community Center.
RESOLUTION NO.70-09 RE: Authorizing the Adoption of an order scheduling a Public Hearing for March 10, 2009 to consider Bonding with respect to the Cortlandt Lake Dam improvements in the Continental Village Park District.
RESOLUTION NO.71-09 RE: Authorize the release of security in the amounts of $39,000 and $10,000 with respect to Planning Board applicant Nicholas and Hanay Angell.
Discussion:
Supervisor Puglisi asked the Town Clerk to amend # 4 to have it sent to State elected officials as well.
The Supervisor commented that the Town has a lofty goal to reduce energy dependency by at least 25% in 3 years and there are many committees to help and the Town is looking forward to achieving these goals.
Councilmember Lindau asked if the two committees are going to merge so it will be one committee to which Councilmember Sloan replied that there will be a meeting soon with the committees and be sure that the citizen committee is comfortable with what needs to be done. The Town is going forward with a working committee that will address items to be done by homeowners and will move on to other things, but the four items of criteria we are trying to cut back 25% on are gas, gasoline, electricity, and oil.
Supervisor Puglisi commented that other people in the community are welcome to help the committees and they can contact the Supervisor’s office. Councilmember Sloan clarified that the goal is to cut back Town of Cortlandt operations not the entire Town. The Supervisor stated that the Town had hired a consultant to give recommendations on where this could be implemented and the Town will use that as foundation.

Councilmember Farrell pointed out that the goal is not just to reduce the dollar amount but the actual energy used and it is an ambitious goal.
All voted AYE
* * * * * * * * * *
ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA

Councilmember Sloan moved that the following items of business be added to the agenda, that the correspondence be received and ordered filed and the resolutions be adopted.  Councilmember Becker seconded the motion.  

Received and File the following: 

1.
Letter from James Eberz with respect to cost savings; and refer to DES

2.
Letter from Frederick Turner with respect to parking along Quaker Bridge 
Road; and refer to DES and the Traffic Safety Committee.

3.
Refer a proposed ordinance regulating storage pods to Planning/DOTS 
and the Legal Department.
RESOLUTIONS:
RESOLUTION NO.72-09 RE:  Appoint Brian McIntyre to the title General Forman/Sanitation DES
RESOLUTION NO.73-09 RE:  Appoint a part-time nutrition driver for Senior Services.
RESOLUTION NO.74-09 RE:  Authorize extending seasonal appointments for Water/DOTS.
RESOLUTION NO.75-09 RE:  Appoint a part-time coalition coordinator for the Cortlandt Community Coalition.

 RESOLUTION NO.76-09 RE:  Authorize ratifying the AFSME Contract for a one year period.

 RESOLUTION NO.77-09 RE: Authorize the Comptroller to close out several Capital Accounts for unencumbered funds.
RESOLUTION NO.78-09 RE: Authorize a one-time leak adjustment with respect to 16 Dyckman Drive.
RESOLUTION NO.79-09 RE: Authorize funding with respect to the upcoming Quadricentennial celebration.
RESOLUTION NO.80-09 RE:  Resolution canceling a Bond balance with respect to the New York State Barracks.
RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)
Discussion:
NONE
All voted AYE
Supervisor Puglisi then introduced and congratulated Brian McIntyre. She then introduced and congratulated Jeffrey Dyckman. Councilmember Lindau added that being the liaison for interviewing people, she is very pleased with Brian’s appointment.
Supervisor Puglisi thanked ASFME members with the cooperation for the contract.
* * * * * * * * * *
BUDGET TRANSFERS

none

* * * * * * * * * *
REPORTS FROM VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS 

none
* * * * * * * * * *
REPORTS FROM STANDING & SPECIAL COMMITTEES

none
* * * * * * * * * *
SECOND HEARING OF CITIZENS 

None
* * * * * * * * * *
ADJOURNMENT 

Closed in memory of Michael Palmietto, former member of the Zoning Board of Appeals for many years in the 1980’s and in memory of John Grant, veteran who lived for many years in Croton whose wife, Georgiana, served on the Board of Trustees for many years.
Councilmember Lindau moved that the meeting be adjourned at 8:30 pm, seconded by Councilmember Farrell.
All voted AYE
* * * * * * * * * *

Respectfully Submitted, 

JO-ANN DYCKMAN, 

Town Clerk 
